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Report on Parliamentary Elections 1956

THE HoONOURABLE THE CHIEF- SECRETARY. -
&1 mavE the honour to subm1t the followmg* report upon electlons conducted dur—

mg the per1od 1955-56,
o THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

Appendlx A appended hereto shows enrohnent ﬁgures for all Leg1s1at1ve Councu
: D1v1smns as at the 31st December, 1956,

- Enrolment for all Legislative Couneil D1v1s10ns as shown in my last report, giv-
ing the totals as at the 31st December, 1954, was 71,340, whilst the total enrolment on
the 31st December, 1956, has now reached 97,697, showmg' ‘an ‘increased enrolment
during this period of 26, 357 ‘electors, of whom' 19 688 are enrolled as spouses. To
obtain this increased enrolment 48,612 notations. have ‘been  made on. Legislative
Council rolls. '

~ During the half-year ending 31st December, 1958, 27, 235 forms relating to the
erirolment of electors. and objections to the names of electors being rétained on Legis-
1ative Council roll ‘were posted from this Department.at a.cost of £358 9s. 6d. and the
cost: to the Department in accepting’ unstamped fornm posted by electors to Electoral
Registrars amounted to £272s,1d, .
~Rolls. for nine Divisions are now bemg prepared in thls office and with the
appomtment of additional Electoral Registrars it will be possible to bring all rolls for
the nineteen Legislative Couneil Divisions into one eentral department to be main-
talned by a fully-trained staff of publie servants.

A habitation index is being prepared in central office’ Whlch will contaln particu-
lars of the owner, oecupler spouise or other qualified elector resident in ‘every pro-
perty within the State.” This when completed will greatly facilitate the enrolment of
Legislative Council electors as following ehanges in ownership or occupancy of proper-
ties the Electoral Registrar w111 make the necessary alteration on the habitation cards,
notify the new owner or occupier of his obligation to enrol as provided by the Electoral
Act, and object to the name of the former owmer being retained on the roll and request-
ing nim or her to enrol in respect of any other qualifications for which they are liable
for enrolment as Legislative Council electors. .
. Of the periodical elections held in 1956 only o vas contested, this being for the
Division of Buckingham. “Elections for th. \ f”,Macquame and South Esk
were not contested, the Honourable Members for these Divisions being returned un-
opposed. Particulars of these elections are shown marked ‘Appendix B of this report.

_For the periodical elections for the Legislative Council for the years 1955-56 an
amount of £130 155, was received as fines from those electors Who failed to vote without
a vahd and sufficient veason for their failuve,

" Tt is hoped that uniformity in the hours of polling at all elections for both State
and Commonwealth may. be obtained as the closing of the poll at seven o’clock for State
elections and eight o’clock for Commonwealth elections leads to confusion of electors
and many electors submlt as their reason for fallure to vote the varlatmn in the hour
of the closing of the po i ,

Court proceedlngs were taken against fifteen electors who failed to vote without
a valid and sufficiént reason and who failed to reply to a notice advising them of the
imposition of a'penalty imposed by the Chief Electoral Officer. It was necessary for
these proceedings to be instituted in a:Court of Summary Jurisdiction as is provided
for in the regulations under the Electoral Act 1907, In nearly. all cases the Police
Mag1strate imposed a fine of 58., plus 10s. 6d. counsel’s, fee. e

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.

' The House of- Assembly was d1ssolved by His Excellency the Governor on the 20th
September, 1956 and the followmg datesy were fixed for the purposes of the general

election i—
Issue of the Wnt

... . 2Ist September; 1956
Nominations closed ik 27th September, 1956
Poll ... . 13th October, 1956

Writs certlfymg to the election of members for the respective Divisions were
returned on the 22nd October, 1956; and were forwarded to the Clerk of the House,
House of Assembly, ‘on that date.

Nominations received were as follows—Bass 13, Braddon 16, Denison 19, Frank-
lin 16, Wilmot 15; making a total of 79 candidates for the State. Reference to Table 2
shows the total number of candidates who nominated during the period 1941 to 1956.

At this election, 14 candidates were nominated by an additional: group  (Labour
Anti-Communist) and of the candidates nominated eleven forfelted the deposit lodged
with their nomination.
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‘In the draw for position of party group the ballot paper the Liberal ‘group in

four Divisions drew group A, whilst in the fifth Division (Denison) the names of ean:

- didates in the Labour Party. group. were. placed first.on the ballot paper. Four candi-

dates were not included in any group whilst two candidates nominated as Independent.

The election was conducted:in accordance with the provisions of the Electoral Act

- 1907 and amendments thereto, and on this occasion the returning officers responsible

for the conduct of the election in each Division was a permanent; officer of the Common-

wealth Electoral Department, whose services were made. avalilable by the Commonwealth

Chief Electoral Officer. All polling officers car ied

manner and I desire to express my appreciation ; nani ,

- which results were shown on polling ‘night and the prompt manner in-which the final
scrutiny was completed. - I o ' :

" . There were 473 polling booths open throughout the State to enable electors to

record their votes and 149,689 electors voted at these polling places as ordinary voters.

Electors who were absent from their subdivisions and who voted as absent voters num-
bered 11,849, whilst the electors who voted under Section 1164 numbered 687. These
electors are those persons desirous of voting ‘who claim their name was not on'the
roll owing to the error of an officer or a mistake of fact; only 168 electors were .able to
establish a claim and their votes were admitted to the serutiny. . :

o Electors who exercised their right to vote. as _postal voters numbered 5,187, and
of .these votes only 4,587 were returned in time to permit of being included in the
count. - Of the postal votes admitted to the preliminary serutiny, 76 were informal
resulting in 4,511 postal ballot papers. béing credited to the several candidates. Table
11 shows a summary of the voting under these headings. I R

. Following the general election held onthe 19th February, 1955, notices in the pre-
seribed form were forwarded to those electors who appesred to ‘have failed to vote
without a valid and sufficient reason, and calling for a valid, truthful and sufficient
reason why-they had failed so to vote. It was necessary to ‘impogse & penalty of 5s. on
916 electors and an amount of £229 collected .in fines and paid to Consolidated

ned after the completion of the

rs of the Australian Labour Party and 15 members
‘of the Liberal Party of Australia were elected as members of the House of Assembly,
It was necessary for the Electoral Commission provided under Section 183 of the Elec-
‘toral Acet 1907 to be summoned to furnish a certificate by notice in the Gazette. L
~Consequent upon the publication of this notice, His Excellency the Governor issued
4 proclamation in pursuatice of Section 244 of the Constitution Aet 1934, dated 23rd
October, 1956, declaring that the provisions of that section shall apply to the House of
Assembly chosen at the general election o !
October, 1956. = = L e e
- As only 23 days were available for the preparation of the election from the issue
- of the writ to polling day, it was necessary to request aid from the Police Department
for officers to assist in country distriets in the distribution of ballot papers and equip-
ment for the taking of the poll. S T T L T ‘
“ I desire to express my appreciation of the assistance given by-all Police officers
in this connection and for the help given to officers on polling day ‘at the various poll-
ing booths throughout the State,” = SN § ‘ ‘
- Mr, George Howatt, a Fullbright. Scholar from the University of Pennsylvania,
was an observer at the election and expressed his thanks for the assistance afforded
him in obtaining an insight into the method of conducting elections in Tasmania.

It ig gratifying to record my appreciation of ‘the service of officers of the State
Electoral Department who, under rushed conditions, carried out their duties in-an ex-
cellent manner. I also desire to thank Divisional returning officers and Legislative
Council returning officers for their assistance in the conduct of -elections during the
period under review. . . . S T ' ; ,

I would like to cotivey the thanks of the Department to Mr. J." C. Stephen, the
‘Deputy Commonwealth Statistician, for his agsistance in the compilation of the statis-

tical tables appended hereto and to Professor T. Hytten, the Chaneellor of the Univer-

sity of Tasmania, Who was a member of the Electoral Commission.
' ‘ ~ C.'A. BLAKNEY,

Chancellor’s Buﬂding, e G : - Chief Electoral Oﬁicér.
32 Davey Street, Lo o '

6th February, 1957.

| out their duties in a most efficient
the able and expeditious manner in

e SIVAN

f members of that House held on the 13th -
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APPENDIX A,
. LEGISLATIVE  COUNGIL ENROLMENT. - -
Number of electors (m varlous categorles) enrolled as at Blst December, 1956

L -] Electors Owners i, :Oceupiers B Others Spouses
- Division Enrolled M i) . M ¥ | M- .| -F M l P
9,425 2,280 |7 1,219 |7 2,187 308 |° 82 160 | 2,827
6,204 . -1,458 1,121 1,208 354 . 34 Y. . ..1,345.
e 7,068.00 . 1,828, | 16207 1,474 349 10 28 2,545
2,890 929 289 579 243 |7 15 14 768
4,402 1,238 1,052 - 928 . 380 33 19 241
4,387 2,391 762 1 513 447 40 5 94
2,180 577 431 601 171 14 3 86
5,205 1,684 - 666 875 255 33 18 1,558
2,917 1,636 386 512 277 - 8 1 33
5,022 2,228 1,196 936 350 47 —_ 15
2,626 1,890 279 349 128 15 9 705
7,844 2,301 1,667 .} 2 9T 252 45 190 2,036
6,380 2,141 1,000 1,585 442 30 10 978
4,697 21,6267 51,2000 i TER B SR ) S oo 8L 37 437
: [ 4,805 2,147 L34 il w709 Sk 202 .22 ;. 48 890
South Esk .. 5,519 1,969 799 1,083 : B R 13 26 . 1,310
Tamar .. ce 3,795 . 1,580 75 218 238 27 28 0
West Devon .. 3,744 1,825 520 962 270 . 40 1 36
Westmorland | .. 8,612 | 2,887 | LUBT ] i L0BT | o .. 234/ 10 118 . 2,246
TOTAL * .. 97,697 | 93715 | Fla6,478 7 17,480 50 442071 15,388 570, 768 18,920

, o APPENDIX B.
_____ . LEGISLATIVE COUNGIL ELECTIONS 1956.

) DIVISIONS OF BUCKINGHAM, l\lIACQUARIE AND SOUTH Esk.
Issue of ‘Writs ..., : 4th April, 1956;

Nominations . ..17th April, 1956.
Poll . . S 12th May, 1956, .. .. ...
Return of erts D 16th May, 1956, = Do
. " BUCKINGHAM.
Electors enrolled—
Owners Occupiers : Others" ; - Spouses Total Enrolment
A oE oM F "“M,'“”r: M ¥ M . F
2814 [ g8 [ gmme, ¢ a1 | s | 1"66i'"'7~ Cogeal s s >4,A99,6” sy

Electors Who voted : 4,141M, 3;988F; total, 8,129. Informal yotes, 107. Percentage of electors
Who voted ‘85.22 per cent. Absolute majorlt 12 Retlring Member, Hon. J. B. Connolly.

Condidates | P T l

Count | Ceshmora’ | - Commolly | Walkenden * ' L Wead - |- Total { Informal
T “Tn0ss . | agse . [0 81970 l Tag%9 8,022 l 107
‘Hon: J. B, Connolly -elected.
" MAGQUARIE.

Eleitors envollod—

Owners i Oec‘upier;a v Total Enrolment .,
M F M ‘ FoolomM FoOOY M l F M‘ CE
1,683 680 | 868 14 |0 268 33 [ 12l | cnam 2,818 | o 2,804 -

PR o oinien Homi B, Ta. Cheek returned unopposed.
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Electors enrolled—

= 1987.

Owners Occupiers ‘Other"s“ “ . Spouses “Total Enrolment -
M l F M F o F M F M [ ¥
1,965 800 1,031 108 14 12 i 26| 1,281 3,236 2,181 .
H(m.‘ L. A. Procter: returned unoppqsed.~
- APPENDIX C.

(NOTE' —In any comparison made between the mformatwn gwe'n in the followmg Tables wzth
allowa’nce should be made for changes in electoral

that published fo'r p're'kus electwns,

boundaries.)

STATISTICAL TABLES—GENERAL -ELECTION,‘ 13TH OCTOBER, 1956.
(WITH COMPARISONS ‘WITH PREVIOUS ELECTIONS).

TABLE' 1.—FElectors, Voters, and Infqrmal'Votes—General Electio'n,r 18th October, 1956.

Electors on Roll : Votes Recorded Informal Votes Valid
Hstimated :
7 N Votes
Population Per 1,000 ] v o Percentage < i.| Percentage
30/6/1956 Number of Popula:"| - Numper on Number on Votes Recorded
(a) : - ‘tion Sy Electors, e Recorded
Bass, . 64,230 . 35,504 94,97 1,569 4.65 ‘ 32,149
Braddon . . 64,160 34,279 95.34 1115 3.41 31,568
Dengion - 64,190 37,9121 95.10 1,496 4.15 34,560
Franklin .., - 59,840 32,376 L. 64l : 5 95,94 1,345 4.33 29,717
Wilmot .. 66,580 34,561 5 ] e '32,'7'17' - 04,84 1,443 4.40 31,334
Total - 319,000 174,632 547 .-166,203 95.22 6,968 4.19 159,325
{a) Exclu(dfygg;migrq.tory ’popu]ation.
TABLE 2.-—~Comparative Summary-—State General Elections Since 1931.
1365 Oct., [ 196h Feb., | 6tk Mag, 216t Aug., |23rd Nov.;| 13th Dec., | 20th Feb:,
1956 - |0 1955 1950 1948 1946 1941 1937
Estimatod Mo Populiition for yearsba,ted 319,000(a)| ./ 311,128(b)} . 78,785 |- 263,445 262,192 |- 240,380 [, 234,463
Electors on Roll— " i s b T
. Male 3 PRI R . 86,6021 :85,491: 1 80;228 179,544 178,420 69,068 . 66,223
" Female e . 87,940 | . 87,674 81,492 81,544 | 79,336 70,178 65,778
Total . s .| 174,682 [ 173,165 161,650 161,088 157,756 139,234 182,001
‘Males-—per cent. of total " % . 49.4 49.6 49.4 197 49.6 50.2 -
Electors per 1,000 of popu]a.tmn 547 - 557 580 811 . 626 579 563
Votes Recorded (mclud.mg mformnl votes)— R ‘ o . ]
Mal e 5 82,806 81,179 76,517 74,697 71,414 . 61,480 .| 62, 880
Fomale . e s | ssast | 81468 76,268 78,801 72,260 65,554 | 81,680
Total & .. I e wd 166,293 162,637 152,786 148,588 148,674 127,034 '} 124,460
Males—per cent. of total % »49.8 49,9 501 50 49.' 48.4 50.5
Vobexs—]?ereenta.ge to Electors o Roll-—- - ; o o
Male % 95.5 95.0 95.4 93.9 91.0 80.1 94.8
Female S %‘ 94.9 92.9 93.7 90.6 91.1 93.4¢ 93.6
Total .. .. % 952 | . 939 94.5 92.2 9L.1 91.2 94.3
Valid votes recorded 169,325 | 156479 |- I5.944 | 142,722 | 720,100 | 120,600 | 121,403
Informal Votes— ‘ R ; o
Number .. e . | . 6,968 6,158 6,841 5 866 14,484 6,344 2,997
Percentige 4o votes recordad | | % aas 7 3.79 “xa8 | 398 10.08 499 [ 241
Number of candidates . . 79 63 46 83 86 62" 67
Number of deposits forfeited 27: 7 11 23 17 9 13
Number of members elected at ﬁrst count 8: L] 6 9 8 7 7
Total number of counts 430 235 257 627 713 320 349
Greatest numnber.of counts for one dlvmon 157 81 100: 300 208 123 81

(4): Estimatéd ‘st 30th June, 1956 (exohiding migratory).

(5). Estimated mean 1954.
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The census of 1954 showed the proportion of ‘adults to e, 600:per:1000-of the total population
of Tasmania. The franchise was extended to ¢értain classes of persons (minors) who had-experi-
enced war service, whicl was mainly responsible for the increase in the number of voters per
1000 of population to 626 in 1946 and 609 in 1948. By 1950, however, the effect of this concession
-was no longer apparent due to the effluxion of time and movement in population.

The proportion of informal votes (4.19 per cent) was, higher than that of the 1955 election,
but did not differ materially from earlier elections. The-divisions showed percentages ranging
from 3:41 per cent in Braddon to'4.65 per cent in Bass. . s R :

The number of candidates totalled 79; which: was 16 greateér than the number - standing at
the election of 1955-and seven below the record number in 1946. ) =

The number of counts (430) was the lowest recorded for many years, while the greatest num-
ber-of-counts in a division (Denison) (157) was the highest recorded on this occasion but was
considerably below the highest recorded at the 1948 elections.

TABLE 3.—Electqrs goﬁ Roll. and Vbié%ts;Last'Five General Elections.

» Electors on‘,R611~Male LR T Voters—Male

1956 | 1955 1950 1948 " | 1946- || 1956 1955 | 1950 | 1048 | 1946

Bass .. ..o .. 7,00 [ 16300 [ 15,729°f 14760, | 14,362 [ 16,368 | 15,417 | 15,056 | 1a011 | 12,082
Braddon.. ... .. .. | 17,658 | 17,545 | 15935 16,833 ] 17.404'|[ 16,740 | 16,413 | 15334 | 16,054 | 15,674
Denison .. ...+ 0 17,606 |0 18,268 | 14,694 | 14,701 | 147747 16,936 | 12:318 | 13,763 | 13,450 | 13.340
Franklin . .= . .. .. ] 16,308 | 19,704 | 16,632 |. 18,425 [ 17,526 || 15,856 | 19,315 | 15902 | 17425 | 16,224
Wilmot = ... .. .| 17,970 | 18,687 | 17,338 | 14,726 | ‘14274 || 16,906 | 17,716 | 16362 | 13748 | 13,194
“Total. , oo e seeop| 85,491 | 80,228 | o544 | 78420 (| 82,806 | 81,170 | 7e517 | 7aser | 71414

[

f Voters—Female

Electors:pn ;Rau-—'Fema.le : : Lo
1956 | 1955 | 1950, | 1048 | To46 || 1986 | le5c | 1950 | 1948 | 1846

Bass .. . . . 18,434 | 17,670 | 17,192 | 15,995 | 15,484 || 17,350 | 16,476 | 16,077.] 13,608 | 14,152
Braddon .. .. . 16,721 16,511 |..14,872 .| 15,683 [ 15,482 J[ 15,940 | ‘15,407 | 13,851 | 14,600 14,024
Denison .. . . 20,216 | 15,387 | 17,122 17,418 | “17,422 [ 19,120 | 14,114 | 15,938 | 15,561 15,633
Franklin. . ,, . .. 15,978 121,151 | - 16,281. | 18,380 |- 17,367 || 15,206 | 19,179 | 15429 | 17,132 16,045
Wilmot ... .. oo/ 16,5911 17,0057 15,955 [ 14,170°| 13,581 1] 15,871 .| 16,192 | 14,975 | 12,990 12,406

Total. . . . 87,940.| 87,674 | 81,422 | 81,544 | 79,336 || '83,487-| 81,458 | 76,268 | 73.801 72,260

.:Eleet:ors on Rpl}ffBoth Sexes g o o Voters—Both Sexes
1956 N }955 19560 194871 1946 | 1956 1955 1950 1948 1946

35,504 | 33,970 | 32,921 { 30,764 | 29,836 33,713 31,803 | 31,233 |- 27,619 | 27,134

Braddon P .. e | 345279 34,056 [ 30,807 | 32,416 | 82,976 |} .32,680.] 81,910 | 29,185 30,654 | 29,698
Denison =~ ... .. .. 37,912 | -28,592 | 31,816 [~32207 | 32,196 || 36,056 | 26,432 29,899 | 29,020 | 28,973
Franklin . .. S 32,3761 740,855 | . 32,813 | 36,805 34,893 |/ 31,062 38,494 31,331 34,557 32,269

Wihnot ‘. EE 34,561 | 35,692 | 83,203 | 28,896 | 27,855 | 32,777 | ‘33,908 | 31,337 [ 26,738 25,600

Total:. .. .. |174,632 | 173,165 | 161,650 | T61,088 | 157,756 | 166,203 162,637 [ 152,785 | 148,588 | 143,674
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TABLE 4.—Percentage - of . Electors. Voting st General Elections Since 19186.
: SR Porcentage of Electors Voting: -
" iGeneral Eleotion - Y TR ; ST AN
S N A SR ; Female:: 2o Total o 7
25.3.1916 ISEY 5 21 SR N 73.6.
5.5.1917 £110.0 ¢ : o760
31.5.1919 628 66.1
31.12:1919 . 152,83 - : 58.7
10.6.1922 .. 56,3 . i 63,1
Federal, ~: & ..16,12.1922 .. 38.0 . 45.6
State, < 3.6.1925 .. 8L.8 e i 67.3
Federal, ' 14.11:1925 % ; 88.0 e B8
State, 30.5.1928 .. 78.9 . b i o8L9
Federal, 12.10.1929 - .. 94.2 95,2
State, 9.5.1931 .. 94.0 95.0
Federal, 19.12.1931 .. 98.2 26.4
State, . 9.6.1934 .. 94.0 94.5
Federal, 15.9.1934. .. .. . 95.3 95.8
State, 20:2.1087 . i 193,610 01 04.3
Federal; 23.10.1937 95.9 96.0
Federal, 21.9.1940 .. . 954 94.8
State, 13.12.1841 . L 934 91.2
Federal, 21.8,1843 .. “94.8 97.0
Referendum, 19.8.1944 .. 94.7 97.0
Federal, 28.9.1943 .. 92.6 93.7
State, . 23.11.1948 .. 91.1 91.1
Federal, 28.9,1946 .. 92.56 93.7
Referendurn, 29,5.1948 .- 90.9 92.} -
State, 21.8.1948 .. 90.6 92:2:1 7
Federat, 10,12.1949 .- 95.1 96.0
State, 6:5.1950 .. 93.7 94.5°
Federal, 28.4.1951 .. 96.1 96.6
Referendum, 22.9.1951 ... ‘. 95.5 96.2
Federal, 9.5.1953 .. . - 95.8 96.1
Federal, . 29.5.1964 .. - i co. . PO R . t 96.0 06.3
State, CA020985 .. . e e eetiae e 95.0 1. 929 93.9
State, . 13.10.1956 .. i .. - oy s e 95.5 94.9 ‘ 95.2""

“ri - The precéding table; giving the percentage of electors: who -exercised the franchise at all
general elections, both State and Federal, since 1916, indicates roughly the rise and fall of political
interest among the electors up to 1928. Both its rise and fall are much more pronounced in the
case of women-than of men. The proportions for the subsequent elections. are dominated by com-
pulsory voting, first in the Federal sphere and later in the State. - The absence of many-electors
from the Stafe on military service ‘would largely account for the lower percentage of voters at
the elections in 1940 and 1941. i , r :

© 07 FuPRESENTATION OF PaRTmS.' g
* At the election of the 13th October, 1956, 79 candidates weére nominated. Of these, 80 were

endorsed nominees of the Labour Party, 29 were nominatéd by the Liberal Party, 14 were nomin-

ated by the Labour Anti-Communist Party and- six nominated as ‘Independents. : .

The result was the return of 15 Lahour, 15 Liberal. .. .- :o o e
The No. 1 votes were cast directly for the three groups in each of the five electoral divisions
of the State as follows:— : )

TABLE 5.—Puarty Strength as Indicated by No. 1 Preferences, 1956.

Labour . Liberal Other Total
Bas . T T essel ) e 1,301 32,149
Braddon RO S : 115,302 D 14814 1/449 31,565
Denison. . : 16837 o 14,317 3,406 34,560
Franklin - . 145660 1112151 2400 20717 ",
Wilmot .. . : 16,885 ... |- 13303 L1196 31,334
Total . - oL T Teo0me i ewdTr L9752 159,325 .,

_The_method of election is briefly the “single ‘tgjansfgrable vote ” system, and the law pro-
vides that a seat shall be allotted to each complete quota of Votes in each division. b
. 'The quota in each division is ascertained by the following formula:—
Number of valid ballot-papers. |«
- B 1 = ta,
’ Number to be elected 4 1 + Quots
Any remainder is ignored.

For the election of a “House” of 30 members, there will therefore be 35 theoretical quotas,
which, however, because of “exhaust” votes, will not become complete.
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The following table shows for each division; and:for the State asa whole, the number of first
* preference votes, the number of quotas,-and ’?the)seats won by each;party —

TABLE 6.—Party Strength 'in Divisions ds Indwated by No 1 Preferences, 1956

V La.bou.r Other

" Divisden T o T
First No. of LU Wirebi 4 oFirst - | No. of /|7 Seats
Preferences | Quotas | . Won ' | Preferences | Quotas |.. Won Preferences Quotas | Won
Bass . 16556 | 361 | 3 14,202 3 5301 | 028 —
Bra.ddon., TrEB,8027 ) L 3B w B 14,814 v Baf L 1,449 0.32 —
Denison . . 016,837 [ - 3.41 3 | 14,317 | .3 ] 3,406 0.69 —
Franklin. . 14,5667 3.43 G R TBL A o5 ie 72,4000 5 - 0.67 —
Wilmot . 1 16,835 3.76 3 13,303 3 1,186 |- 0.27 —
o Total L 80,096 - .| 17.60 15 69,477 15 9,752 2.13 —

The number of quotas allotted to éach’ party and seats won Was as follows.

‘ ) 17.60 i 15
21627 15
Independent 213 —_

From the above table it w111 be seen that there ‘were 2 60 quotas of Labour votes made up of
unrepresented fractions of 15 members elected, Liberal votes were under-represented by 0.27
quotas for 15 ‘members elected, while other candldates poIled 2.18 quotas of unrepresented. votes.

“The following Table 7 shows the party strength as indicated by the quotas of No. 1 preferences,
and the geats actually won by Labour and-non-Labour groups-at each general election since 1946,
Independent -votes have been-distributed as described elsewhere in the context, and:the fotal for
the State is the aggregate of the results for the ﬁve d1v1s1ons.

R

TARBLE T.—Party Strength as indicated by No:'1 Preferences 1946-1956.

L1946 ol aeast b 1060 Cbdess T 1ese
Bivision b T T w e T T T — ; — g
V1 S e E C g St ';ﬂ: . g I
NN R Bl
o ig o] el S e = . 3 N . ! D 3.
g 8 gl g B 2] ’%; : E A g 2] & 8 Folg
solf gefig e eg e R e el h e g b g g B S
w4 L= [ SN DN T M- SE Rpc A oE g el 8 Asl A9
Bags—
Quotas i |.-.-2.23] - 4.05] 072" 3,000 391 — s2t| 39| — | 374 22| 004l 361 311 028
Seats won: | 2 .| 4 0. .8 | .8 — 3. 1.8 - 3.1 .8 ] = 8 3 —
Braddon— : ] .
Quotas .. |. 3.34|. 3.46 0.20] — | ‘s 328|032
Seats won: | 3 3. — - 3. 3 —
Denison= " o : P BN 8 :
Quotas .. | 185 3.17| 2.8 0:47| .. 341} 2.90] . 0,69
Seats won 2 3 1 T s 3 =
61| 0.24] 33| ‘3.00] ' 0.57
. SRR T B TR e
2,64] . 3.68| -0.88 S aae| o 2enf 0t
4 3 . - . -] 8 o
o1 1nee] 1787 VBl 05| 1r.60| 1527|213
Seats won 12 16 2 — 15 15 —_

" The number of quotas shown in: the 1mmed1ately precedmg tables for the State as a whole is
the sum’ of the quotas for.eaeh division, which, ‘of course, are not-uniform. The following figures

show the représentation: due to each party, based directly on-the total number of first votes polled -

by each iri ‘the ‘whole of ‘the électorates or on the number ‘of iniforin quotas and. the number of seats

won.




(No:8.) i ' 1957

The following table shows for each division; and:for the State asa whole, the number of first
* preference votes, the number of quotas,-and ’?the)seats won by each;party —

TABLE 6.—Party Strength 'in Divisions ds Indwated by No 1 Preferences, 1956

V La.bou.r Other

" Divisden T o T
First No. of LU Wirebi 4 oFirst - | No. of /|7 Seats
Preferences | Quotas | . Won ' | Preferences | Quotas |.. Won Preferences Quotas | Won
Bass . 16556 | 361 | 3 14,202 3 5301 | 028 —
Bra.ddon., TrEB,8027 ) L 3B w B 14,814 v Baf L 1,449 0.32 —
Denison . . 016,837 [ - 3.41 3 | 14,317 | .3 ] 3,406 0.69 —
Franklin. . 14,5667 3.43 G R TBL A o5 ie 72,4000 5 - 0.67 —
Wilmot . 1 16,835 3.76 3 13,303 3 1,186 |- 0.27 —
o Total L 80,096 - .| 17.60 15 69,477 15 9,752 2.13 —

The number of quotas allotted to éach’ party and seats won Was as follows.

‘ ) 17.60 i 15
21627 15
Independent 213 —_

From the above table it w111 be seen that there ‘were 2 60 quotas of Labour votes made up of
unrepresented fractions of 15 members elected, Liberal votes were under-represented by 0.27
quotas for 15 ‘members elected, while other candldates poIled 2.18 quotas of unrepresented. votes.

“The following Table 7 shows the party strength as indicated by the quotas of No. 1 preferences,
and the geats actually won by Labour and-non-Labour groups-at each general election since 1946,
Independent -votes have been-distributed as described elsewhere in the context, and:the fotal for
the State is the aggregate of the results for the ﬁve d1v1s1ons.

R

TARBLE T.—Party Strength as indicated by No:'1 Preferences 1946-1956.

L1946 ol aeast b 1060 Cbdess T 1ese
Bivision b T T w e T T T — ; — g
V1 S e E C g St ';ﬂ: . g I
NN R Bl
o ig o] el S e = . 3 N . ! D 3.
g 8 gl g B 2] ’%; : E A g 2] & 8 Folg
solf gefig e eg e R e el h e g b g g B S
w4 L= [ SN DN T M- SE Rpc A oE g el 8 Asl A9
Bags—
Quotas i |.-.-2.23] - 4.05] 072" 3,000 391 — s2t| 39| — | 374 22| 004l 361 311 028
Seats won: | 2 .| 4 0. .8 | .8 — 3. 1.8 - 3.1 .8 ] = 8 3 —
Braddon— : ] .
Quotas .. |. 3.34|. 3.46 0.20] — | ‘s 328|032
Seats won: | 3 3. — - 3. 3 —
Denison= " o : P BN 8 :
Quotas .. | 185 3.17| 2.8 0:47| .. 341} 2.90] . 0,69
Seats won 2 3 1 T s 3 =
61| 0.24] 33| ‘3.00] ' 0.57
. SRR T B TR e
2,64] . 3.68| -0.88 S aae| o 2enf 0t
4 3 . - . -] 8 o
o1 1nee] 1787 VBl 05| 1r.60| 1527|213
Seats won 12 16 2 — 15 15 —_

" The number of quotas shown in: the 1mmed1ately precedmg tables for the State as a whole is
the sum’ of the quotas for.eaeh division, which, ‘of course, are not-uniform. The following figures

show the représentation: due to each party, based directly on-the total number of first votes polled -

by each iri ‘the ‘whole of ‘the électorates or on the number ‘of iniforin quotas and. the number of seats

won.
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Strength -of Parties on the Basis of: No. 1.Preferences: ond Seats Won.
(The ‘State as a- Smyle Electamte) .

No. 1 Preferences ‘ : P§§§§it:§n T Seats Wor.-
80, 096 ’, oo i1B08 T L 0 1b
69,477 i 13.08 = 15

9,752 1.84

The preferential system ‘of voting therefore resulted in slight- over-representatxon of Liberal
at’ the expense of the Labour and Independent candldates,

A comparlson between the number of seats due 10 partlez, on the basis of No. 1 preferences
and seats actually won, is given for all e]ectmns held slnce 1928 in the following table:—

TABLE S—Rep'resentatwn of Pa/rtws fm' the Whole State, 1928-1956.
(Seats in Proportlon of No 1 Preferenees, and ‘seats_actually ‘won.)

Nori- <<<< i - E s Noz- .
Labour Labour : Labour Labour
1928 . [ Proportionate share Lo 1485 . 15,15 "1 1946. Propottlonate share .. S T 15,29
Actually won © 0T Y CTE T SR : ‘”:‘Acbun.llywon : N iy A 18-
1931. , f Proportionate share, . 18 39* 7. 10.98 i948. . [ Proportionate share .. ,‘ - hdod 14.82
Actually won Ll . 19 e Actually won o .. *x 15
1934.". .f Proportionate share . 14.64° 14.39 1950.. f Proportionate share .. v Nig 14.59
: Y Aetually won .. .. 13 1o 18 : Actually wor .. P R T 15
1937 . f Proportionate share .. .. 11.94 718.06 1955. . [ Proportionate share .. ., 13.60* 15.79
» i Actually. won i e 12: P18 Aetually. won. .. v 15 16
19417, [ Proportionste shave - .,.| . LL11 .| 1880 "1956 [ Broportiohate share .. © . 14.92 15.08
Aotua]ly won . v JECARE S Acim.a.]ly won - S B 15

* Dmlttmg the: votes. for. an Independent eandxdate 5 5 ;*‘leeral Pre'puruonate share 11~ 35 Actually. Won 12,
4 Liberal P share 10-27; on - 1 N *.“Independént Proportionate share 3.48; Act: ually Won 3.
‘Independent- Proportionate ‘share s 44 Actually : S Libera.l Pmpnrﬁonnte share 14-27; Aetually
¥ shn:e 1 14; Actuail W(m 1

A brief summary of the results of the 1956 electmn for each d1v1s1on is appended —

"BASS. "

There ‘were 14-candidates in this division, of whom six were Labour, five Liberal, and three
Labour Anti-Communist. ~Valid votes numbered 82,149, of which 16,556 were recorded for Labour,
14,292 for Liberal, and 1,801 for the Labour-Anti- Communist candidates. Labour candidates .
secured 8.61 quotas and galned three seats; and Liberals gained three seats for 3.11 quotas. In all,
38 counts were nécessary for the complete election. " There was:little cross-voting.

First preferences secured the election’of one: Labour candidate. On the 2nd and 38th count
two Labour candidates were elected, and on the 18th,-27th and 31st counts three Liberal candidates’
secured election,  Three candldates forfelted their deposlt one Labour, one Liberal and one Labour
Antl-Communlst

BRADDON

Sixteen ¢andidates—six Labour, six Liberal, three Labour Anti-Communist and one Indepen-
dent—nominated for Braddon. Labour polled 15, 302 votes,  3.93 quotas for three seats; Liberals,
14,814 votes, 3.29 quotas fér three seats, and Labour Anti-Communist,  1.310.

First preferences secured the election of one Liberal -and one Labour candidate, the second
Labour candidate was elected on the 48th count, whilst the, third Labour candidate was elected on
the 63rd count.. On the 85th count two other leeral candldates were elected Six candldates
forfeited thelr depos1ts

DENISON

i The Dénison division: gttracted- nmeteen candidates; of. whom gix ‘were L1bera1 six Labour,
three Labour Anti-Communist and four Independént. Labour polled 16, 837 votes for 3.41.-.quotas
and three seats; Liberal 14,317 votes, 2.90 quotas for three seats; Labour Anti-Communist and In-
dependents,: 3. 406 votes, 0. 69 quotas for no seat. " One Labour and one Liberal candidate were
elected at.the first count, but 81 counts were needéd before the last candidate was elected.

Little cross-voting was evident in this division. - Nlne candidates—two Liberal, one Labour,
three Labour Anti- Commumst and three Independents—-forfelted their deposits.

: FRANKLIN

Sixteen candldates contested the. -election for Franklin, SlX were Liberal; six Labour; three
Labour Anti-Communist, and .one Independent. :Labour candidates polled 14 566 votes,-3.43 quotas
for three seats; Liberals 12,751 votes, 3:00 quotas - for three.seats; Labour Anti- Communist 815
and Independents 1,685 votes for no-.seat. Little cross-voting: took place in - this: division. Two
Liberal, two Labour and three Labour Antl-Commumst candidates forfeited their deposits.
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WILMOT.,.

For this division there were fifteen candldates—mx leera] “pix Labour, and three Liabour
Anti-Communist candidates. . ‘Of the 81,384 valid: votes, 16 835, 3.76 quotas ‘went to Labour for
three seats, and 13,303, 2.97 quiotas, to leeral for three seats “One candidate was elected on the
first preferences and 72 counts were required to. complete the election.. Two Labour Antl-Commun-
IBt candldates forfelted their deposits.

'ABSENT VoTES, POSTAL VOTES, AND SECTION 116A.

Under the provisions of Section 1164, 687 persons Whose niames were not on the roll claimed
the right to vote, and filled in ballot-papers 8f these 519 were rejected because their claim to
be on the roll could not be sustained. The remaining 168 were admitted to the scerutiny and seven
of them rejected for 1nforma11t1es, leaving 161 valid votes under Section 116A.

The number of absent votes was 13 271, buit thege inicluded 2 number whose names were not,
in fact, on the roll, and 1,422 were reJeéted on'this’ %count “A”further 517 were reJected for lnfor-
mahtles, leaving 11 ,849 valld absent votes., P L

Taking together the claims under Section 116A and attempts to vote under provisions for elec-

tors abgent from -their usual subdivisions, the number of votes disallowed were:—1956, 1, 941;
1955, 1,703; 1950, 1,749; 1948, 1,650; 1946, 1,448; 1941, 2,283; ‘1937, 1,897; 1934, 1687 1931

2, 086 These dlsallowed votes are not counted elther as votes recorded or as 1nforma1 votes

TABLE 9.—Votes dhder:Sectfon 116A and Absent Votes.

Votes under Section 1164 . s : Absent Votes.
Division, Papers Received. . Papers Received.

Ny Admitted . ) Admitted

: L i i ter = R ] to.
Males. | Females. || Total. Scrutiny.’| - Males,. .| Femules: Total: Serutiny.
80 57 R 1 Y A 82 11984 1105 2889 2176
64 47 111 ] 20 1036 961 1997 1826
30 50 80 36 1847 . 1780 3577 3161
.75 47 198, 48 o 18TY 1050 2421 .-2181
133 124 ) 257 | 37 | 1622 1265 2887 25056
T Motal Litevenn| 862|825 | 682 168 7160.| - 6IL1| - 13,271 | 11840

TABLE 10.—Valid Postal Votes in Parties.

Division. “Labour. o Liberal. - Other. Tatal,

S Bask e 563 " g8 18 1087
Braddon 266 855. 29 650
Denison 650 753 089 1492
Fr.anklm 308 412 24 ' 744
Wilmot .. 244 272 22 ‘ 538
Tothl voveereicrsvens 2031 2300 ' 180 4511
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1
; 104 | 1eer | 1em
Véiid Absent Votes A 11;349 CF e 376 1 B7e6 - 1 880 | 9,258 8,086 5,989
Valid Votes under Secmon IlﬁA 168 171 117 176} 07 =178 290 353 ¢+, 88T
Valid Postal Votes e 4,511 4,252 4,641 4,666 4,837 3,435 2,602 2,270

INFORMAL ,BALLOT-PAPERS i : o
each division at each general eléction:

A summary of the proportmn of 1nforma1 ballot—papers i
smce 1912 'is as follows-- — e e h 57 -

TaBLE 12.“Percentage of Informal Ballot-Papers, 1912-1956.

Bass Braddon - |~ “Denison Franklin Wilmot Divﬁona
1912 0 s 2,63 278 3.26 2.85
1913 ., . . S ], o249 3.17 . 239 2.91
1916 o T 388_ | ez 5.53 " 5.66*
1919 3.33 3.34 6.0 3.96+
1982~ L 2'.65; R R, S e . 2,86 3.20 2,63
1925 ; L2 | em | g5, 2.40 2,22
w28 .. . . | sss | e Ex: 412 3.24
Wi ... . .| sae | s 45 | 305 | 281 3.44
1984 Lo . 3.44 300 2,76 3.85 .89
1087 . 288 0| 2 200 : LR s
1941 L, g ; I R [ ;“0‘}' &by ’ CEe2
1946 1 Lt e 1095 | 7ee | awer | 1048 | 1007
1948 _ 321 Rt AR B T - 4.00 328 |
1950 L0 e 3.88 3.82 825 | 421 498 448
1965 .. . el L 4.06 Lse2 | osm 32.82 4.00 379
1956 .. R L . 4.65 . - 3.41 S4B 4.33 4.40 4.19

* The proportions in these years were exaggerated by the inclusion of votes by persons who were not on the roll,
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EXHAUSTED BALLOT-PAPERS.

. ,"IL‘ABI;E,:14.—-C-Y6‘te.s;Last by Exha.ustwn o e

1956 1955 1950 ‘1948 | 71046 4 1941 1937 i934 1931 11928 1925

Bags .. L 484 602 29 163 817 | 1,007 2 9T4 1,364 114 278 "485

Braddon s - | 2214 790 - 7563 1,830 1,490 420 194 687 428 331 014

. Denison . .- 801 - 503 718" 1 1,328 - °f -L,175 | - 875" 1,025 1,344 | 412 321 224

Franklin . ca)o 1,041 71,798 633 2,682 | 2,058 ' 915" . 323 859 463 466 918

" Wilmot SO e4s 826 521 ' |-'1,006 | 1,875 186 311 1,096 1,043 1,152 518
Total ... 4,975 4,0IQ 1 2,664 | (6,851 | 7,415 3,193 2,827 5,350 2,460 2,648 3,059 -

Porcentage of Total
Votes o .

312 | 2s7 | 174w sae | e 2.3 4.6 2.3 2.9 40

- The figures in the above table represent the number of votes which were discarded during the
actual count because there was no further choice marked on them which could be made effective.
These votes do not, in-all cases, indicate unrepresented electors; because many. of them had contribu-
ted to the election of successful candidates before they became exhausted. : ‘ g

TABLE 15.—Brief .Sketch of the Development o’f'ftk‘e; ‘Elective Franchise for House of
, ; Assembly -in . Tasmanic. Since the Year 1870, , ,

[ o Constitueneies * Eloctors Enrolled s
Adult | Estimated | Elected |~ Elec- : : Lower Range of
Year Persons Mean “Parlia- toral . : SN TR I T Per cent. to— |Electors’ Qualification
(Estimated){Population|mentary | Divi- "} ogne:  orwer | st L Tobal | Adult to Franchise iri
e {Bepres- | sions - '3y e Member | Member |- No. Pop. | Pop. Possession of—
entatives| . S ] : - ; .

: g L : : : A.-—Adult Males
1870.. 48,210 100,038 30 30 30. — - S1L,171% 1 1117 23.17{Property value of £7 .
1871.. 48,820 101,393 32 T2 32 e . 13,801* | 13.61] 28.27|Property value of £7
1872..{ - 49,380 | 102,467 32 | 32 SF TR E £ 14,001* | '13.67] 28.35/Salary £80.annually
1881.. 55,750 116,280 32: ] 82 32 — — 15,659* | 13.47] 28.09[Salary £80 annually
1891, .| - 73,260 147,969 36 .28 L20 8 — 25,932* | - 17.53] 35.40|Salary or wage £60
1901..] 86,490 172,685 | .38 29 © 200 % 9 — 39,002* | 22.61| 45.09|Sslary or wage £60
1902... 87,810 175,178 35 i 88 - 1> TR AN — ~89,495% | 22.54|  44.98|Manhood Suffrage

. SR nena ; : E '} . B.—Adult Suffy
1906.:{ - 92,370 184,272 35 35 35 — — ;89,020 48.31}  96.38[Adult Suffrage . -
1908. . 93,980 187,485 - 35 35 35 e i 86,361 46.07] .91.89|Adult Suffrage
1909..1:100,070 .- | 190,227 - |-.-- 30 b i P B © 98,230, 51.64| 98.18|Adult Suffrage. -
1911, 99,960 190,120 30 ] - - 5 102,326 53.82) 102.40|Adult Suffrage
1912:.] 100,750 190,769 30 b - == b 108,613 54.26) 102.74| Adult Suffrage
1913. .| :103,060 194,361 30 5 — — a1 105,202 56.24| 102.17|Adult Suffrage
1916. .| 104,180 194,265 30 5 e — 5 107,321 54.17} 103.01}Adult Suffrage
1919..§ 111,190 204,959 30 5 = — ‘b 107,641 52.47| . 96.72| Adult Suffrage
1922..1 118,320 215,379.. |80 .- 5 — _— o6 - 110,549 51.33| 93.43|Adult Suffrage
1925..1 120,360 215,562. .- 30 5 o — ©BL 114,901 53.30|. 95.48| Adult Suffrage
1928. .} 122,250 215,471 30 & —_ —_— 5 111,956 51.96; 91.58{Adult Suffrage
1931..| ‘129,600 224,811 30 - ) e — LB 118,730 52.81} 91.61|Adult Suffrage
1934. . 132,982 229,289 30 5 — — i 127,681 55.69] 96.01]Adult Suffrage
1987. .| 135,321 234,463 30 5 —= — 5" 132,001 56.30| 97.55|Adult Suffrage
1941...1 138,933 240,389 30 b -— — & 139,234 57.92| 100.22| Adult Suffrage
1946..| 145,800 & = = 8.} 187,766 ) 62.65].108.20| Adult Suffrage
1948. . 158,000 ] e - 613 161,088 60.88}: 103,26/ Adult Suffrage
1950. . } 5 S = p .5 181,650 .1 57.78] §. |Adult Suffrage
1954. .| 186,800 5 — — & 173,165 55.65) ' 92.70| Adult Suffrage
1956. . ¥ a 319,000 30.. 5 - ot B 174,632 .| 54.74 1 |Adult Suffrage
* Male only. . Not available. (a) Estimated at 30/6/56 (excluding migratory).

VOTING IN SUBDIVISIONS.

The following tables, 16 to 20, give for each division the number of first ordinary vote choices
for each candidate in each subdivision, and in absent votes, votes under Section 1184, and postal
votes. - The number of electors on the roll; and electors who voted, by sexes, and the number of in-
formal papers, are also given for the same subdivisions. The candidates are grouped in parties, and
the total votes are given for the groups. ‘Although the Independent candidates are grouped together,
they need not necessarily be considered”as a political party group.
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